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T E S T  S A M P L E 
Instructions to candidates 

   Remember to record all your answers on your Answer Sheet. 
   No means of help (e.g. dictionaries or smartphones) are allowed. 
   Deal with all parts of the test. 
   There is only one correct answer in the multiple-choice tasks. 
   Correct spelling is required. 
   When you finish, check your work once again carefully. 
   Time allowed: 60 MINUTES 

 

VOCABULARY                 (20points) 

Read the text below and choose which expression (A, B, C or D) best fits each space. 

A billion people in the world speak English, two-thirds of the world’s scientists write in English, and 80 per cent 

of the world’s electronic information is (1)…………………… in English. One result is that the British are terribly 

(2)…………………… about learning other languages. The most important factor in language learning is 

(3)……………………, and the British just do not have it. Even so, the British are not really smug and self-satisfied 

about the world status of their language. Most British people are quite well (4)…………………… that today it is out 

of their hands: the reasons for the popularity of English are (5)…………………… lost in history, or something to do 

with the superpower on the other side of the Atlantic. Something which has helped the language in its 

adaptations is non-authoritarian (6)…………………… which has meant that there is no big grammar book which lays 

down the law. Software makers such as Microsoft (7)…………………… style and grammar checkers in their word-

processing. These are still fairly primitive, and most people quite rightly (8)…………………… them. But as they 

become more sophisticated, there is a (9)…………………… that they will take on the role of the grammar 

(10)…………………… . 

 

1 A saving B stored C storing D safed 

2 A eager B interested C courageous D lazy 

3 A motivation B motive C internal D interest 

4 A knowing B speak C aware D known 

5 A quite B always C quiet D  alone 

6 A knowledge B posture C teacher D attitude 

7 A inbuilt B include C induce D incline 

8 A ignore B praise C use D erase 

9 A threat B future C danger D thrill  

10 A policy B warning C police D guarded 

 

READING  

Read through the passage and then continue with Reading Comprehension exercises below. 

 

My surname “Kuti” is a normal Hungarian surname – it means something like “Wells” …as in the places where 
you get water out of the ground. By a strange coincidence “Kuti” is also a name in Nigerian. In the Yoruba 
language it means “death cannot be caused by any human being”. Now I don’t think that coincidences have any 
special meaning most of the time – but in this case it is an example of the power of music to tell you things that 
are impossible to find out any other way. 
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I know this because of a musician – Fela Kuti. He was born in Abeokuta about 60 miles north of Lagos (which 
was then the capital of Nigeria) in 1938. When he was 20, his parents sent him to London to study medicine. 
But instead he joined Trinity College of Music, and he formed a band called “Koola Lobitos”. I have no idea 
where they got that name, but they became quite popular around 1961 in London clubs. They probably played 
some “r’n’b” which means “rhythm and blues” an American style which, at that time, was being adopted by 
British groups like the Rolling Stones. They must have played West African styles as well like “high-life” because 
another member of the band was a singer from Lagos called Jimo Kombi Braimah. 

I think the first recordings of Fela Kuti were made under the name “Koola Lobitos”; but by then he had already 
returned to Nigeria and invented his own style which was called “afrobeat” a mixture of American funk 
rhythms and jazz improvisation with African percussion and vocals. His first hit was sung in the Yoruba language 
and recorded by his group “Afrika 70” - Jeun Ko'ku (which means ‘eat and die’) 

During the 1970s and 1980s Fela was a leader not only in music but in politics. They were complicated times in 
Africa when many countries in the region had recently become independent. People often found being freed 
from an empire was not the solution to all their problems. Nigeria had become independent in 1960. In 1968 
the terrible Biafran war began, with the short-lived country of Biafra which was in the southern part of Nigeria. 
Up to a million people died – many of them from starvation. The country has had various periods of military 
government since then, but democracy was restored with elections in 1999. 

Fela was never afraid to express his opinions in his songs, and that often got him into trouble. For example his 
1977 song “Zombie” about the military mentality…  

“Zombie - no go talk unless you tell him to talk 
Zombie - no go think unless you tell them to think” 

They are very serious songs but they sound happy, with lots of groovy rhythms and energetic trumpet and 
saxophone playing. The words are really a special variety of Nigerian Pidgin English, which is the best way to 
communicate with his audience - there are hundreds of different languages in Nigeria. 

Fela was always serious about his identity as an African. In his song “Gentleman” he made fun of Africans who 
wear clothes from cold countries in the tropical heat. In “Colonial Mentality” he also explains why he adopted 
the African name Anikulapo instead of the English “Ransome” (which he called a “slave-name”.) 

From the point of view of the government, maybe the worst thing he did was to try to make young Nigerians 
more interested and more active in the political life of their country. His music is a source of information and an 
introduction to new ways of thinking. 

 (Adapted from: https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine-articles/nigerian-sound-afrobeat) 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

Task One: Choose the correct answers                 (10 points) 

11 A  The author thinks coincidences happen all the time. 

 B The author thinks coincidences do not mean anything. 

 C The author thinks coincidences are special occasions. 

D The author thinks coincidences are impossible. 

 

12 A Fela Kuti was sent to study medicine when he was twelve. 

 B Fela Kuti went to London to be a doctor. 

 C Fela Kuti joined Trinity College of Music at the age of twenty. 

 D Fela Kuti’s parents sent him to Trinity College of Music. 

 

13 A His first recording was made in West African style.  

 B He invented a style of music called Koola Lobitos. 

 C One member of his band came from Lagos. 

 D His first hit was “Afrika 70”.  

 

14 A Few African countries became independent in the 1970s and 80s  

 B Africans learned that independence is not always problem-solving. 
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C In 1960 Nigeria started a war.  

 D Democracy ended in Nigeria in 1999. 

 

15 A Fela often tried to hide he was an African.   

 B Fela’s song Zombie speaks about his experience as a soldier. 

 C Fela got people in trouble because he encouraged them to fight.   

D Fela often had problems because he spoke up his mind.  

 

Task Two: Read the text again and write appropriate questions to the given answers         (10 points). 

 

16 Q:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A: Something like “Wells”. 

 

17  Q:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A: British groups like Rolling Stones. 

 

18 Q:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A: No, also in politics. 

 

19 Q:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A: In the southern part of Nigeria. 

 

20 Q:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A: Very happy with a lot of groovy rhythms.  

 

GRAMMAR 

Task One: Complete the following sentences with a correct preposition.            (8 points) 

21 You need to read the article _______ detail to know the right answers.  

22 Have you insured your house _______ fire? 

23 Listening _______ this kind of music makes me feel relaxed. 

24 Was this report given to you _______ your superior?  

 

VOCABULARY 

Task Two: Complete the text with the correct form of the words in the box. Write one word in each gap. 

There is an example at the beginning: (0) – CYCLE                    (20 points) 

 

25 DECIDE 26 CONDITION  27 CAUSE  28 FAIL   29 LOSS  

30 NARROW 31 DENIAL  32 INTERESTING  33 EXPLANATION  34 MANAGER  

 

Andrew Spicer, the local (0) cycling star, has decided to abandon his second attempt to ride non-stop for 

twenty-four hours. His (25) _____________ to give up came after poor weather (26) _____________ had  

(27) _____________ him to delay setting off for several hours. His first attempt had also ended in (28) 

_____________, when he appeared (29) _____________ control of his bicycle after he swerved to avoid hitting 

a small child. He (30) _____________ missed crashing into a gate and ended up in a stream. He says that he has 

not yet decided whether to try one more time, but (31) _____________ losing (32) _____________ in the 

project. ’I aim to raise money for local hospital,’ he (33) _____________. ’They  deserve to be helped and I shall 

do it if I can (34) _____________ to find the time.  
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GRAMMAR 

Task Two: Complete the following sentences with the most appropriate expression.                         (22 points) 

35 I was told ____________ for coming late from school. 

 A about   B apart   C off   D out 

 

36 I met Sarah in town yesterday. I ____________ her for three years. 

 A didn’t seen  B haven’t seen  C didn’t see  D hadn’t seen  

 

37 What would you do if you ____________ to pass the exam. 

 A failed   B have failed  C had failed  D fail 

 

38 He ____________ up at 7.30 yesterday. 

 A gotten   B got   C had got  D getted  

 

39 It is her birthday on Friday, we ____________ send her a card! 

 A needn’t have  B might   C suppose  D must   

 

40 She would be an excellent teacher because she ____________ how to attract student’s attention. 

 A knows   B is knowing  C knew   D will have known 

 

41 The government should do more to help ____________ poor. 

 A 0 nothing  B a   C the   D an 

  

42 If I lend you this book, ____________ great care of it? 

 A will you take  B are you taking  C did you take  D would you take 

 

43 I am used ____________ about 100 kilometres every day. 

 A to drive  B driving  C to driving  D drive 

 

44 The proposal ____________ to the Board during the last meeting. 

 A was introduced B was introducing C introduced  D had introduced 

 

45 Can I give you ____________ lift to the station? 

 A the   B a   C 0 nothing  D an 

 

Task Three: Replace the underlined expression by the most appropriate phrasal verb.           (10 points) 

46 We must convey the simple fact that drugs are dangerous? 

 A get up   B get on   C get back  D get across 

 

47 What do the letters CNN represent? 

 A stand behind  B stand for  C stand up  D stand by 

 

48 I noticed they have finally demolished the old building round the corner. 

 A pulled down  B taken down  C fallen down  D fought down 

 

49 The subject of salaries didn’t arise at all.  

 A come from   B come by  C come up  D come in 

 

50 We will start as soon as they arrive. 

 A turn down  B turn up  C turn to  D turn back 


