
SYLLABUS 

 

Course: EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

 

Course ID: FM.KEF/193AJM/12 

 

Study year: master 

 

Duration: Two semesters (For ERASMUS program one semester only) 

 

Lecturer: Prof. Dusan Soltes 

 

Main topics: 

 

- Introduction  to international economic relations (IER) and regional integration (RI)  

- Brief history of the development in  the IER 

- Main factors of the contemporary IER – globalization, international regional economic 

integration (IREI), international trade, FDI, international organizations, NGOs, etc. 

- Declining role of national states/governments in the IER 

- The role of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in the IER  

- Regional aspects of the UN role in the IER and technical and financial assistance to 

developing countries 

- Other important international organizations regarding IER (OECD, WTO, etc.) and 

their role in the IER 

- Institutionalization  of the IREI and its role in IER – the model role of the EU 

institutions 

- “Free trade” as the basics of the IER and IREI  

- FDI as an important factor for the development of  IER and IREI especially for 

developing and transitional countries 

- IREI and its role in the IER and regarding ongoing globalization (main building block 

and/or hurdle) 

- IREI as the dominant feature and development trend in the contemporary IER 

- Main stages of the IREI 

- Types and specifics of the IREI 

- Basic terms and forms of the IREI  

 

- The EU as a prototype of the IREI 

- Brief history of the EU and its effects on the development of the IREI and IER 

- The EU and its three pillars as new approach to the IREI and IER 

- The EU’s community legislation and its effects on the IREI and IER 

- The EU institutions and their functions 

- The EU and its assistance to the developing world (ACP countries, etc.) 

- IREI,  IER and EU in the world 

- Common international policies as a new important factor and development trend in the 

IREI and the IER 

- Common international policies in trade and customs  

- Common international policy in regional development 

- Common international policies in agriculture - CAP 

- Common international budgetary, financial and monetary policies, Euro 

- Common international commercial policy and   EU internal market  



- The role of Common foreign and security policy in support of the IREI and IER 

- Current EU development trends and problems – Eurozone, Grexit, Brexit, Illegal 

Refugees and Schengen, etc.  

- Slovakia and its place in the ongoing globalization, IREI and IER 

 

Literature: 

 

1) Craig, P., De Burca, G.: EU LAW, Text, Cases and Materials, Third Edition, Oxford, UK 

2003, pp. 1-176 

2) Soltes, D.: Medzinárodná ekonomická integrácia a kritika súčasného rozširovania EU, 

SINEAL Bratislava 1999, pp. 63-96, 171-197 (Slovak) 

3) Soltes, D.: Global trends in FDI and regional integration, KEPS Bratislava 2004, pp. 33-

113, 151-281  

3) Lecture Notes 

4) web site: http://europa.eu.int , http://www.un.org, http://www.oecd.org, etc. 

 

Final assessment: 

 

- Small-group (3-5 students) semester project on selected issues of the EU/CM 

- Semester test 

- Presentation of the semester project and discussion/debate on selected issues 

 

Consultations: 

 

Monday  8.30 – 10.30 at the FM CM Bratislava 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: Prof.  Dusan Soltes 

http://europa.eu.int/
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